
Board	  of	  Education	  Meeting	  Summary	  
July	  2,	  2013	  
	  
The	  meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  6	  p.m.	  
	  
Out	  of	  Executive	  Session	  
Laura	  Bush	  moved	  (seconded	  by	  Earl	  Campbell)	  to	  authorize	  the	  administration	  to	  move	  forward	  with	  a	  
land	  lease	  at	  Whale	  Branch	  Early	  College	  High	  School	  for	  the	  purposes	  of	  installing	  a	  cellular	  telephone	  
tower	  by	  New	  Cingular	  wireless	  PCS,	  LLC.	  	  The	  motion	  passed	  unanimously.	  
	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moved	  (seconded	  by	  Mr.	  Campbell)	  to	  amend	  the	  meeting	  agenda	  to	  remove,	  under	  Points	  of	  
Celebration,	  a	  donation	  from	  the	  Children’s	  Relief	  Fund	  donation	  and	  reschedule	  it	  for	  the	  July	  16	  Board	  
meeting.	  	  Ms.	  Bush	  also	  moved	  to	  remove	  minutes	  from	  the	  meeting’s	  consent	  agenda.	  	  The	  Board	  
approved	  both	  changes	  unanimously.	  
	  
Pledge	  of	  Allegiance,	  invocation	  by	  Michael	  Rivers	  
	  
Points	  of	  Celebration	  
Chairman	  Evans	  welcomed	  Jeff	  Moss	  to	  his	  first	  official	  meeting	  as	  superintendent	  of	  the	  district.	  
	  
Superintendent	  Moss	  recognized	  a	  key	  district	  business	  partner,	  GCA,	  for	  donating	  $1,000	  to	  help	  fund	  
two	  upcoming	  Back-‐to-‐School	  Expos.	  	  	  He	  noted	  that	  GCA	  also	  paid	  for	  a	  recent	  full-‐page	  newspaper	  ad	  
that	  detailed	  the	  many	  colleges	  and	  universities	  across	  the	  nation	  that	  had	  sent	  letters	  of	  acceptance	  to	  
members	  of	  the	  district’s	  graduating	  Class	  of	  2013.	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  presented	  a	  certificate	  of	  appreciation	  to	  
Shawn	  Sauerbrei,	  representing	  GCA.	  
	  
Dr.	  Moss	  noted	  that	  for	  the	  twenty-‐second	  consecutive	  year,	  the	  Government	  Finance	  Officers	  
Association	  had	  awarded	  the	  Beaufort	  County	  School	  District	  a	  Certificate	  of	  Achievement	  for	  Excellence	  
in	  Financial	  Reporting	  for	  its	  comprehensive	  annual	  financial	  report.	  	  This	  is	  the	  highest	  form	  of	  
recognition	  in	  the	  area	  of	  governmental	  accounting	  and	  financial	  reporting.	  	  	  The	  district’s	  annual	  
financial	  report	  has	  been	  judged	  by	  an	  impartial	  panel	  to	  meet	  the	  high	  standards	  of	  the	  program,	  
including	  demonstrating	  a	  constructive	  “spirit	  of	  full	  disclosure”	  to	  clearly	  communicate	  its	  financial	  
story	  and	  to	  motivate	  potential	  users	  and	  user	  groups	  to	  read	  the	  report.	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  presented	  
certificates	  of	  appreciation	  to	  Tonya	  Crosby,	  Financial	  Officer,	  and	  Lori	  Mock,	  Director	  of	  Finance.	  
	  
In	  addition,	  Dr.	  Moss	  said	  that	  Ms.	  Crosby,	  Louis	  Ackerman	  and	  Reggie	  Murphy	  had	  received	  the	  
Government	  of	  Finance	  Officers	  Association’s	  Certificate	  of	  Recognition	  for	  Budget	  Preparation	  and	  have	  
received	  a	  Distinguished	  Budget	  Preparation	  Award	  for	  the	  sixth	  consecutive	  year.	  	  The	  Distinguished	  
Budget	  Presentation	  Award	  is	  the	  highest	  award	  in	  governmental	  budgeting	  and	  is	  presented	  to	  
government	  entities	  whose	  budgets	  are	  judged	  to	  adhere	  to	  program	  standards.	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  presented	  
certificates	  of	  appreciation	  to	  Ms.	  Crosby,	  Mr.	  Ackerman	  and	  Mr.	  Murphy.	  
	  
Dr.	  Moss	  also	  recognized	  Col.	  Jack	  Snider,	  who	  received	  the	  Beaufort	  Regional	  Chamber	  of	  Commerce’s	  
Military	  Citizenship	  Award	  at	  the	  chamber’s	  Annual	  Civitas	  Awards	  Banquet.	  	  The	  award	  honors	  retired	  
military	  who	  continue	  to	  make	  exemplary	  contributions	  to	  our	  community.	  	  Col.	  Snider	  is	  vice	  chair	  of	  
the	  Chamber’s	  Military	  Enhancement	  Committee.	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  noted	  that	  immediately	  after	  retiring	  as	  
commander	  of	  the	  Marine	  Corps	  Air	  Station	  two	  years	  ago,	  Col.	  Snider	  went	  to	  work	  for	  the	  school	  



district	  and	  has	  taken	  a	  lead	  role,	  along	  with	  Principal	  Ed	  Burnes,	  in	  developing	  and	  growing	  the	  
outstanding	  and	  fast-‐growing	  aviation	  program	  at	  Battery	  Creek	  High.	  
	  
Public	  Comment	  
Former	  Board	  member	  Julie	  Bell	  of	  Hilton	  Head	  Island	  commented	  about	  the	  inequity	  and	  inaccuracy	  of	  
grade	  floors	  in	  reporting	  students’	  academic	  performance.	  
	  
Committee	  Reports	  
Superintendent	  Search	  Committee	  –	  Ms.	  Bush	  discussed	  the	  final	  meeting	  of	  the	  Superintendent	  Search	  
Committee,	  at	  which	  a	  decision	  was	  made	  to	  catalogue	  all	  materials	  and	  notes	  relating	  to	  the	  2012-‐13	  
search	  that	  resulted	  in	  the	  selection	  of	  Dr.	  Moss.	  	  The	  intent,	  Ms.	  Bush	  said,	  is	  to	  archive	  the	  material	  to	  
assist	  Board	  members	  in	  the	  event	  of	  a	  superintendent	  search	  at	  some	  future	  date.	  	  Chairman	  Evans	  
asked	  that	  a	  final	  report	  from	  the	  committee	  be	  included	  in	  the	  materials	  submitted	  for	  the	  record.	  	  	  
Legislative	  Committee	  –	  Ms.	  Campbell	  requested	  an	  informational	  meeting	  for	  Board	  members	  on	  the	  
district’s	  special	  education	  programs.	  
	  
Superintendent’s	  Report	  
Title	  I	  Coordinator	  Terry	  Bennett	  delivered	  a	  presentation	  on	  the	  district’s	  migrant	  education	  program.	  
	  
Dr.	  Moss	  updated	  Board	  members	  on	  key	  points	  in	  plans	  for	  the	  first	  90	  days	  of	  his	  new	  administration.	  	  
He	  asked	  Board	  members	  to	  let	  him	  know	  about	  any	  items	  that	  they	  felt	  should	  be	  included	  in	  his	  action	  
plan	  but	  were	  not	  currently	  included.	  	  
	  	  
Ms.	  Bush	  asked	  Dr.	  Moss	  if	  he	  would	  consider	  meeting	  with	  a	  representative	  sampling	  of	  high	  school	  
students.	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  agreed	  and	  said	  that	  he	  had	  already	  held	  one	  such	  meeting	  with	  students	  with	  
assistance	  from	  Chief	  Instructional	  Services	  Officer	  Dereck	  Rhoads.	  	  He	  said	  he	  hopes	  to	  continue	  
holding	  such	  meetings	  with	  students	  at	  least	  twice	  yearly.	  
	  
Board	  action	  
Vice	  Chair	  Mary	  Cordray	  moved	  to	  have	  the	  Board	  implement	  a	  formal	  process	  for	  Board	  members	  to	  
use	  when	  proposing	  items	  for	  inclusion	  on	  Board	  meeting	  agendas.	  	  That	  process	  would	  include	  a	  form	  
that	  Board	  members	  would	  fill	  out	  in	  advance	  for	  Board	  consideration	  and	  action.	  	  After	  a	  discussion	  
among	  the	  members,	  an	  amendment	  was	  accepted	  by	  Ms.	  Cordray	  (and	  approved	  8-‐2-‐1)	  to	  reduce	  the	  
number	  of	  Board	  members	  required	  to	  advance	  an	  agenda	  item	  from	  three	  to	  two.	  	  The	  amended	  
motion	  failed	  by	  a	  vote	  of	  5-‐6.	  
	  
Ms.	  Bush	  reported	  that	  the	  Board’s	  Ad	  Hoc	  Committee	  on	  Grade	  Floors	  recommended	  that	  the	  district	  
discontinue	  the	  practice	  of	  schools	  using	  minimum	  grade	  floors	  for	  student	  grades.	  	  The	  Board	  
unanimously	  approved	  the	  committee’s	  recommendation.	  
	  
New	  business	  
Chairman	  Evans	  proposed	  the	  formation	  of	  a	  committee	  to	  recommend	  changes	  in	  board	  meeting	  
scheduling	  and	  also	  the	  seating	  format	  at	  meetings.	  	  He	  highlighted	  three	  main	  issues:	  having	  Dr.	  Moss	  
join	  the	  Board	  members	  on	  the	  dais	  for	  meetings;	  revising	  the	  Board’s	  schedule	  to	  include	  the	  new	  
meeting	  facility	  nearing	  completion	  at	  the	  Beaufort	  County	  Library’s	  Hilton	  Head	  Island	  Branch;	  and	  
instituting	  a	  monthly	  practice	  of	  alternating	  formal	  Board	  meetings	  with	  more	  informational	  work	  
sessions.	  	  Jim	  Beckert	  will	  chair	  the	  committee	  and	  will	  be	  joined	  by	  Evva	  Anderson,	  Ms.	  Bush,	  Michael	  
Rivers	  and	  Paul	  Roth.	  



	  
Geri	  Kinton	  recommended	  that	  the	  Board’s	  Ad	  Hoc	  Committee	  on	  Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  be	  
dissolved,	  and	  Chairman	  Evans	  declared	  that	  it	  was	  dissolved.	  
	  
The	  meeting	  was	  adjourned	  at	  7:34	  p.m.	  
	  


