
Superintendent’s	  Board	  of	  Education	  meeting	  summary,	  December	  10,	  2013	  

Chairman	  Evans	  convened	  the	  meeting	  at	  5	  p.m.,	  and	  the	  Board	  went	  into	  executive	  session.	  	  The	  Board	  
came	  out	  of	  executive	  session	  and	  reconvened	  at	  6:03	  p.m.	  

Out	  of	  executive	  session,	  Laura	  Bush	  moved	  that	  the	  Board	  confirm	  Brenda	  Blue	  as	  the	  new	  principal	  of	  
Pritchardville	  Elementary	  School.	  	  The	  Board	  unanimously	  confirmed	  Ms.	  Blue’s	  selection.	  

The	  Board	  approved	  the	  meeting	  agenda.	  

Pledge	  of	  Allegiance,	  invocation	  by	  Rev.	  Michael	  Rivers	  

Chairman	  Evans	  requested	  a	  moment	  of	  silence	  in	  memory	  of	  Lorena	  Bennett,	  a	  retired	  district	  
employee	  (and	  mother	  of	  current	  district	  employee	  Terry	  Bennett)	  who	  passed	  away	  last	  week.	  

The	  Beaufort	  Middle	  School	  Seventh-‐	  and	  Eighth-‐Grade	  Treble	  Chorus	  performed	  “Stopping	  by	  Woods	  
on	  a	  Snowy	  Evening,”	  with	  words	  by	  Robert	  Frost	  and	  music	  by	  Vera	  Kistler.	  	  The	  choral	  director	  is	  June	  
Kirkland.	  

Points	  of	  Celebration	  (presented	  by	  Superintendent	  Moss)	  

Hilton	  Head	  Island	  High	  School	  Cross	  Country	  Teams	  

To	  begin	  our	  Points	  of	  Celebration	  tonight,	  it’s	  a	  big	  deal	  for	  a	  high	  school	  to	  win	  a	  state	  championship	  –	  
but	  it’s	  a	  very	  big	  deal	  to	  win	  two	  state	  championships	  in	  the	  same	  day.	  

That’s	  what	  the	  Hilton	  Head	  Island	  High	  girls	  and	  boys	  cross	  country	  teams	  accomplished	  last	  month	  at	  
the	  3-‐A	  state	  championships	  in	  Columbia.	  

The	  girls	  won	  in	  dominating	  fashion	  and	  finished	  well	  ahead	  of	  second-‐place	  Eastside	  High	  from	  
Greenville	  County.	  	  The	  boys	  were	  equally	  dominating	  and	  finished	  well	  ahead	  of	  second-‐place	  Eastside	  
High.	  

The	  2013	  state	  championship	  was	  the	  fourth	  for	  Hilton	  Head's	  boys	  and	  the	  third	  for	  the	  girls.	  	  
Individually,	  four	  Seahawk	  girls	  and	  five	  Seahawk	  boys	  earned	  All-‐State	  status.	  

I’d	  like	  to	  ask	  Coach	  Bill	  Wrightson	  to	  please	  come	  forward.	  	  (Certificate,	  remarks	  from	  Coach	  Wrightson)	  

Advanced	  Placement	  National	  Scholars	  

We’re	  sending	  out	  a	  news	  release	  tomorrow	  that	  details	  the	  district’s	  2013	  results	  on	  Advanced	  
Placement	  exams,	  and	  we’re	  extremely	  encouraged	  that	  more	  students	  are	  choosing	  to	  take	  demanding	  
AP	  courses	  in	  order	  the	  earn	  college	  credits	  while	  still	  in	  high	  school.	  

But	  tonight	  we	  wanted	  to	  spotlight	  some	  individual	  students	  who	  have	  earned	  special	  distinctions	  for	  
their	  work.	  



	  

AP	  exams	  are	  scored	  on	  a	  five-‐point	  scale,	  and	  scores	  of	  three	  or	  higher	  can	  typically	  earn	  college	  
credits.	  	  For	  2013:	  

• 86	  district	  students	  were	  named	  AP	  Scholars,	  which	  means	  that	  they	  scored	  a	  3	  or	  higher	  on	  
three	  or	  more	  AP	  exams.	  	  	  

• 26	  students	  were	  named	  AP	  Scholars	  with	  Honor	  for	  averaging	  3.25	  or	  higher	  on	  all	  exams	  
taken,	  and	  for	  scoring	  3	  or	  higher	  on	  four	  or	  more	  exams.	  

• 35	  students	  were	  named	  AP	  Scholars	  with	  Distinction	  for	  averaging	  3.5	  on	  all	  exams	  taken,	  and	  
for	  scoring	  3	  or	  higher	  on	  five	  or	  more	  exams.	  

Our	  highest-‐achieving	  school	  in	  2013	  was	  Bluffton	  High,	  which	  had	  38	  AP	  Scholars,	  13	  AP	  Scholars	  with	  
Honor,	  19	  AP	  Scholars	  with	  Distinction	  and	  six	  of	  the	  district’s	  seven	  National	  AP	  Scholars.	  	  	  

Being	  named	  a	  National	  AP	  Scholar	  is	  the	  highest	  distinction	  possible	  by	  the	  College	  Board,	  which	  
administers	  Advanced	  Placement	  exams.	  	  National	  AP	  Scholars	  must	  have	  scored	  4	  or	  higher	  on	  all	  AP	  
exams	  and	  must	  have	  taken	  at	  least	  eight	  exams	  while	  in	  high	  school.	  

All	  of	  our	  National	  AP	  scholars	  are	  in	  college	  right	  now,	  but	  we	  extended	  invitations	  for	  their	  parents	  to	  
be	  here	  if	  the	  students	  could	  not.	  	  So	  as	  we	  call	  these	  students’	  names,	  if	  their	  parents	  are	  here,	  would	  
they	  please	  come	  forward?	  

From	  Bluffton	  High	  School:	  

• Ariyanne	  Colston	  
• Erich	  Greiner	  
• Darby	  Jardeleza	  
• Erica	  Porter	  
• Joseph	  Porter	  
• Jose	  Resendiz	  	  	  

From	  Beaufort	  High	  School:	  

• Adam	  Lipsitz	  

Public	  Comment	  

Members	  of	  the	  public	  commented	  on	  rezoning	  issues	  that	  might	  affect	  the	  Moss	  Creek	  community,	  and	  
also	  on	  the	  school	  program	  choice	  options	  being	  considered	  by	  the	  Board	  

Chairman’s	  Report	  

Chairman	  Evans	  thanked	  the	  Board	  members	  who	  attended	  the	  South	  Carolina	  School	  Boards	  
Association’s	  legislative	  event	  last	  weekend.	  	  He	  noted	  the	  upcoming	  two-‐day	  Board	  of	  Education	  work	  
session	  on	  Friday	  and	  Saturday,	  January	  10-‐11.	  



Committee	  Reports	  

Earl	  Campbell	  suggested	  that	  School	  Improvement	  Council	  members	  take	  an	  active	  role	  in	  upcoming	  
meetings	  of	  the	  Community	  Outreach	  and	  Legislative	  Advocacy	  Committee.	  

Geri	  Kinton	  said	  the	  main	  topic	  of	  Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  Committee	  discussions	  has	  been	  
developing	  a	  broader	  menu	  of	  program	  choices	  for	  students	  and	  their	  parents.	  	  Ms.	  Kinton	  said	  that	  the	  
committee	  has	  developed	  a	  proposal	  for	  the	  Board’s	  consideration.	  

Superintendent’s	  Report	  

Chief	  Operations	  Officer	  Phyllis	  White	  and	  Finance	  Officer	  Tonya	  Crosby	  presented	  the	  school	  district’s	  
first	  quarter	  financial	  report	  for	  2013-‐14.	  

Chief	  Student	  Services	  Officer	  Gregory	  McCord	  presented	  an	  update	  of	  the	  Student	  Services	  annual	  
report	  that	  included	  additional	  data	  requested	  by	  Board	  members.	  

Board	  Business	  Action	  

The	  Board	  unanimously	  approved	  amending	  the	  FY2015	  8	  Percent	  Capital	  Projects	  to	  include	  
architectural	  fees	  for	  the	  new	  high	  school	  planned	  for	  the	  New	  Riverside	  area.	  

The	  Board	  unanimously	  approved	  the	  district’s	  FY2014	  E-‐Rate	  Priority	  1	  Application,	  which	  relates	  to	  
federal	  reimbursements	  for	  district	  telecommunications	  expenditures.	  

The	  Board	  unanimously	  approved	  a	  $1,500	  donation	  from	  Parker	  Racor	  to	  create	  a	  scholarship	  for	  a	  
deserving	  engineering/robotics	  student	  at	  Beaufort	  High	  School.	  

The	  Board	  unanimously	  approved	  a	  $4,000	  donation	  by	  Beaufort	  Wildcats	  and	  Cheerleading	  to	  the	  
Battery	  Creek	  High	  football	  program.	  

New	  Business	  

The	  Board	  said	  that	  it	  would	  consider	  a	  request	  from	  the	  Town	  of	  Bluffton	  to	  annex	  property	  into	  the	  
town	  on	  which	  the	  district’s	  planned	  elementary	  school	  will	  be	  built.	  	  Chairman	  Evans	  requested	  more	  
information	  on	  the	  town’s	  request	  and	  said	  that	  the	  Board	  would	  consider	  the	  annexation	  in	  January.	  

Evva	  Anderson	  asked	  district	  staff	  to	  research	  information	  on	  whether	  later	  start	  times	  would	  be	  more	  
effective	  for	  the	  district’s	  high	  schools.	  

Consent	  Agenda	  

The	  Board	  unanimously	  approved	  the	  consent	  agenda.	  	  Included	  in	  the	  consent	  agenda	  was	  a	  proposal,	  
endorsed	  by	  the	  Curriculum	  and	  Instruction	  Committee,	  to	  expand	  and	  diversify	  the	  school	  district’s	  
menu	  of	  learning	  choices	  for	  students.	  	  The	  10	  curriculum	  options	  approved	  by	  the	  Board	  include	  some	  
that	  are	  already	  available,	  such	  as	  International	  Baccalaureate,	  arts	  infused	  and	  dual	  language	  
immersion	  programs.	  New	  options	  would	  include	  a	  classical	  studies	  program	  and	  college	  and	  career	  



cluster	  communities,	  and	  schools	  would	  be	  able	  to	  suggest	  additional	  options	  for	  approval.	  	  	  Dr.	  Moss	  
said	  the	  goal	  is	  for	  each	  school	  in	  the	  district	  to	  have	  at	  least	  one	  program	  choice	  in	  place	  by	  the	  start	  of	  
next	  school	  year.	  Information	  will	  be	  made	  available	  in	  plenty	  of	  time	  for	  parents	  and	  students	  to	  
investigate	  their	  options	  and	  make	  choices.	  

Following	  approval	  of	  the	  consent	  agenda,	  Board	  members	  engaged	  in	  a	  series	  of	  roundtable	  discussions	  
with	  School	  Improvement	  Council	  members	  from	  across	  the	  district.	  	  At	  the	  conclusion	  of	  the	  
discussions,	  individual	  Board	  members	  summarized	  the	  feedback	  they	  received.	  	  	  

Chairman	  Evans	  adjourned	  the	  meeting	  at	  8:38	  p.m.	  


