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Public	  Session:	  
Mr.	  Washington	  called	  the	  meeting	  to	  order	  at	  6:20	  PM	  
	  
Executive	  	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  contract	  
recommendations	  for	  certified	  staff	  for	  the	  2012-‐13	  school	  year.	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  
recommendation	  not	  to	  renew	  the	  contract	  of	  a	  teacher	  (Employee	  A).	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  
recommendation	  not	  to	  renew	  the	  contract	  of	  a	  teacher	  (Employee	  B).	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  
recommendation	  not	  to	  renew	  the	  contract	  of	  a	  teacher	  (Employee	  C).	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  
recommendation	  not	  to	  renew	  the	  contract	  of	  a	  teacher	  (Employee	  D).	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Superintendent’s	  
recommendation	  not	  to	  renew	  the	  contract	  of	  an	  induction	  teacher	  (Employee	  E).	  	  Unanimous	  
approval.	  
	  
Approval	  of	  Agenda:	  	  	  
The	  Agenda	  was	  approved	  as	  presented	  
	  
Pledge	  of	  Allegiance	  
	  
Invocation	  	  
Delivered	  by	  Rev.	  Rivers	  
	  
Points	  of	  Celebration	  
The	  Beaufort	  County	  School	  District	  has	  achieved	  100	  percent	  compliance	  on	  the	  annual	  South	  
Carolina	  State	  Tornado	  Drill.	  	  This	  is	  the	  third	  year	  in	  a	  row	  the	  district	  has	  achieved	  100	  
percent.	  According	  to	  Chris	  Barrow,	  Coordinator	  of	  Protective	  Services,	  this	  is	  due	  to	  the	  
excellent	  relationship	  we	  have	  with	  our	  County	  Emergency	  Management	  Division	  and	  to	  the	  
dedication	  of	  our	  principals	  who	  work	  to	  reach	  this	  goal	  every	  year.	  	  Emergency	  Management	  
gave	  us	  an	  A-‐plus.	  
	  
The	  second	  annual	  “Plaid	  About	  Reading”	  program	  was	  sponsored	  by	  RBC	  Heritage.	  	  Students	  in	  
elementary	  schools	  across	  the	  county	  read	  nearly	  21,000	  books	  during	  the	  two-‐week	  contest.	  	  
The	  school	  that	  reads	  the	  most	  books	  receives	  a	  visit	  from	  a	  PGA	  professional	  tour	  golfer,	  and	  
the	  class	  with	  the	  most	  books	  read	  receives	  $500.	  	  And	  the	  winner	  is	  Okatie	  Elementary	  School,	  
with	  Mrs.	  Whitfield’s	  class	  No.	  1	  in	  the	  number	  of	  books	  read.	  	  Top	  individual	  readers	  include	  



Kyla	  Gaston	  at	  Okatie	  Elementary,	  Nicole	  Dalton	  at	  Bluffton	  Elementary,	  and	  Dasia	  Cramer	  
Powell	  at	  Michael	  C.	  Riley	  Elementary.	  	  
	  	  
Hilton	  Head	  Island	  High	  School	  student	  Olivia	  Joslin	  won	  second	  place	  at	  the	  Sea	  Island	  Regional	  
Science	  Fair,	  and	  she	  will	  travel	  to	  Pittsburgh	  in	  May	  to	  compete	  in	  the	  International	  Science	  
and	  Engineering	  Fair.	  	  Olivia	  also	  won	  a	  Certificate	  of	  Outstanding	  Achievement	  from	  the	  
American	  Meteorological	  Society,	  and	  the	  2012	  Regional	  Ricoh	  Sustainable	  Development	  
Award.	  
	  
Hilton	  Head	  second-‐grader	  Mallory	  Russell’s	  unique	  sandwich	  creation	  –	  the	  P-‐Nutty	  BBQ	  
Chicken	  Quesadilla	  –	  made	  her	  $35,000	  richer	  last	  month	  with	  the	  announcement	  that	  she	  had	  
won	  a	  national	  cooking	  competition.	  	  The	  grand	  prize	  was	  a	  $25,000	  college	  fund	  and	  $10,000	  
for	  books	  and	  school	  supplies.	  	  The	  Hilton	  Head	  Creative	  Arts	  student	  bested	  four	  other	  finalists	  
in	  front	  of	  a	  panel	  of	  judges	  in	  New	  York	  City	  to	  win	  the	  tenth	  annual	  “JIF	  Most	  Creative	  Peanut	  
Butter	  Sandwich	  Contest.”	  
	  
Hilton	  Head	  Island	  High	  School’s	  Band	  had	  a	  great	  showing	  at	  recent	  band	  competitions.	  	  At	  the	  
recent	  SCBDA	  Jazz	  Festival	  at	  Newberry	  College,	  the	  Seahawk	  Jazz	  Band	  received	  an	  A-‐1	  
Superior	  rating	  with	  Straight	  1’s	  from	  all	  judges	  and	  15	  out	  of	  a	  possible	  15	  points	  for	  their	  
performance.	  	  At	  the	  District	  Band	  Festival	  at	  Battery	  Creek	  High,	  the	  Hilton	  Head	  Wind	  
Ensemble	  entered	  in	  the	  highest	  class,	  Grade	  IV,	  and	  received	  	  a	  1-‐Superior	  rating	  with	  “Straight	  
1’s”	  and	  even	  got	  A’s	  in	  all	  categories.	  	  The	  Seahawk	  Band	  also	  had	  a	  great	  showing	  at	  the	  
SCBDA	  State	  Concert	  at	  West	  Ashley,	  with	  the	  HHIHS	  Wind	  Ensemble	  receiving	  a	  1-‐Superior	  
rating	  with	  Straight	  1’s	  from	  all	  judges	  and	  25	  out	  of	  a	  possible	  25	  points	  for	  their	  performance.	  	  
According	  to	  Band	  Director	  Todd	  Smith,	  “These	  accomplishments	  mark	  a	  new	  era	  in	  the	  history	  
of	  the	  HHIHS	  Band	  Program.	  This	  is	  their	  first	  Superior	  Rating	  at	  Jazz	  Festival,	  and	  the	  first	  
Superior	  with	  Straight	  1’s	  from	  all	  judges	  at	  the	  State	  Concert	  Festival	  	  in	  the	  history	  of	  our.	  If	  
you	  add	  the	  district	  festival	  rating,	  that	  makes	  three	  sets	  of	  “Superior:	  Straight	  1’s”	  in	  one	  
season.	  This	  is	  also	  the	  first	  Jazz	  Festival	  Superior	  and	  first	  Straight	  1’s	  at	  State	  Concert	  Festival	  
by	  a	  band	  in	  the	  Beaufort	  County	  School	  District.	  
	  
Concert	  band	  students	  at	  Whale	  Branch	  Middle	  School	  got	  a	  big	  surprise	  when	  they	  saw	  what	  
had	  arrived	  in	  some	  oddly	  shaped	  shipping	  crates.	  	  Inside	  were	  brand-‐new	  band	  instruments,	  
courtesy	  of	  a	  national	  foundation	  that	  donates	  new	  and	  refurbished	  musical	  instruments	  to	  
community	  and	  school	  music	  programs	  across	  the	  nation.	  	  Principal	  Matt	  Hunt	  said	  the	  school	  
applied	  for	  a	  grant	  last	  fall	  from	  the	  Mr.	  Holland’s	  Opus	  Foundation,	  which	  was	  inspired	  by	  the	  
1995	  motion	  picture	  about	  a	  beloved	  high	  school	  music	  teacher.	  	  The	  school’s	  music	  program	  
received	  two	  trombones	  valued	  at	  $1,300,	  two	  flutes	  valued	  at	  $1,200,	  2	  clarinets	  valued	  at	  
$900	  and	  one	  concert	  snare	  drum	  valued	  at	  $500.	  	  In	  addition,	  the	  school	  received	  $1,500	  for	  
repairs	  to	  musical	  instruments.	  	  Roughly	  one	  in	  every	  four	  Whale	  Branch	  Middle	  students	  is	  
involved	  in	  the	  music	  program.	  	  	  
	  
Future	  Business	  Leaders	  of	  America	  students	  from	  Battery	  Creek	  High	  placed	  well	  at	  the	  recent	  
state	  contest.	  	  Allison	  Kopanski	  was	  a	  second-‐place	  winner	  in	  Introduction	  to	  Business	  



Communications,	  and	  Kelsey	  Poole	  placed	  third	  in	  Business	  Communications.	  	  These	  students	  
will	  travel	  to	  Texas	  in	  June	  for	  the	  Future	  Business	  Leaders	  of	  America	  National	  Conference.	  	  	  
	  
Three	  Beaufort	  County	  High	  students	  placed	  in	  the	  Top	  10	  in	  the	  recent	  South	  Carolina	  Dialogue	  
Foundation	  Art	  and	  Essay	  Contest.	  	  Winners	  included	  Julia	  Swidinski	  from	  Hilton	  Head	  Island	  
High	  (4th	  Place,	  High	  School	  Art);	  Jean	  White	  from	  Hilton	  Head	  Island	  High	  (6th	  place,	  High	  
School	  Art);	  and	  Abigail	  Quiles	  from	  Bluffton	  Middle	  (4th	  Place	  Essay).	  	  Congratulations	  all!	  
	  
At	  the	  annual	  meeting	  of	  the	  South	  Carolina	  School	  Improvement	  Council,	  Mr.	  Washington	  was	  
awarded	  the	  2012	  SC-‐SIC	  Advocate	  of	  the	  Year	  Award	  and	  Port	  Royal	  Elementary	  School’s	  SIC	  	  
earned	  Honorable	  Mention	  for	  the	  2012	  Riley	  Award.	  Congratulations!	  
	  
A	  big	  thank-‐you	  goes	  out	  to	  the	  Children’s	  Relief	  Fund	  of	  Hilton	  Head	  Island.	  	  The	  fund’s	  $1,200	  
donation	  has	  been	  designated	  to	  help	  support	  the	  Cinderella-‐Fella	  Ball,	  which	  is	  an	  annual	  
event	  for	  special	  needs	  children.	  
	  
Our	  Beaufort	  County	  students	  are	  wonderful	  at	  helping	  others!	  	  Sixth-‐graders	  at	  Bluffton	  
Middle	  School	  put	  their	  PATH	  time	  lessons	  to	  great	  use	  the	  last	  few	  weeks	  as	  they	  as	  they	  
pulled	  together	  to	  come	  to	  the	  aid	  of	  a	  6th-‐grade	  Savannah	  student	  battling	  cancer	  for	  the	  third	  
time.	  	  The	  students	  coordinated	  a	  fundraiser	  where	  they	  donated	  money	  and	  walked	  “Mustang	  
Laps”	  in	  support	  of	  Marcus	  and	  his	  family.	  	  In	  addition,	  the	  students	  created	  posters,	  cards,	  
letters	  and	  videos	  of	  encouragement.	  	  The	  6th-‐graders	  raised	  $400,	  and	  our	  generous	  PTO	  
matched	  what	  was	  collected!	  The	  students	  were	  able	  to	  purchase	  many	  items	  for	  Marcus,	  
including	  a	  NOOK	  tablet,	  gift	  cards,	  and	  assorted	  books,	  games	  and	  puzzles.	  	  On	  March	  28,	  Mrs.	  
Ramsdell,	  Dr.	  Bournias	  and	  the	  following	  6th-‐grade	  students	  made	  the	  trip	  to	  Godley	  Station	  
Middle	  School	  in	  Pooler,	  Georgia,	  to	  meet	  Marcus’	  classmates,	  family	  members	  and	  friends	  to	  
deliver	  the	  items:	  	  Matthew	  Zampino,	  Tina	  Tran,	  Ian	  Plummer,	  Ja’Keith	  Blackshear,	  Cheyenne	  
Conn,	  and	  Kaylin	  Story.	  	  According	  to	  the	  teachers,	  it	  was	  a	  very	  powerful	  moment,	  not	  only	  for	  
our	  students,	  but	  for	  the	  students	  at	  Godley	  Station	  as	  well.	  	  The	  family	  and	  school	  community	  
were	  deeply	  appreciative	  of	  Bluffton	  Middle	  School’s	  interest	  and	  effort	  to	  support	  Marcus	  and	  
his	  family	  at	  this	  difficult	  time.	  
	  
Broad	  River	  students	  recently	  presented	  Julie's	  Mission	  –	  an	  organization	  that	  makes	  and	  
distributes	  homemade	  blankets,	  hats	  and	  other	  items	  to	  premature	  and	  sick	  babies	  –	  with	  a	  
check	  for	  $350.	  	  The	  students	  raised	  the	  money	  through	  the	  sale	  of	  pickles	  and	  "Positive"	  T-‐
shirts	  which	  they	  wore	  during	  their	  recent	  performance.	  
	  
More	  than	  150	  children	  signed	  the	  Bully-‐Free	  Pledge	  on	  Saturday,	  March	  31,	  at	  the	  Annual	  
KidFest	  at	  Cross	  Creek	  Shopping	  Center.	  Crowds	  of	  parents	  and	  children	  attended	  this	  fun-‐filled	  
event.	  Parents	  and	  students	  were	  excited	  to	  visit	  the	  District’s	  table	  and	  receive	  their	  very	  own	  
“Be	  a	  Buddy,	  Not	  a	  Bully”	  pledge	  card	  and	  other	  goodies.	  This	  event	  kicked	  off	  Child	  Abuse	  
Prevention	  Month	  and	  is	  sponsored	  annually	  by	  CAPA	  (the	  Children’s	  Advocacy	  and	  Protection	  
Agency)	  and	  MCCS	  Marine	  Corps	  Community	  Services.	  
	  



Mr.	  Washington	  updated	  the	  Board	  about	  the	  United	  Way	  of	  the	  Lowcountry,	  earlier	  in	  the	  day,	  
recognizing	  the	  school	  district	  with	  the	  United	  Way	  Community	  Spirit	  Award	  for	  its	  work	  to	  
improve	  educational	  achievement	  across	  the	  county	  and	  for	  the	  charitable	  giving	  of	  its	  
employees.	  	  Mr.	  Washington	  displayed	  the	  award,	  which	  he	  said	  reinforces	  the	  importance	  of	  
strong	  community	  partnerships.	  
	  
Public	  Conversation	  
Diane	  S.,	  who	  has	  a	  daughter	  at	  a	  district	  middle	  school,	  expressed	  concerns	  to	  Board	  members	  
about	  a	  recent	  incident	  at	  the	  school.	  	  Mr.	  Washington	  said	  that	  district	  office	  staff	  would	  
follow	  up	  and	  report	  the	  findings	  at	  a	  future	  Board	  meeting.	  
	  
Comment	  Corrections	  
Facilities	  Director	  Robert	  Oetting	  updated	  the	  Board	  on	  concerns	  expressed	  by	  a	  community	  
member	  about	  handicapped	  parking	  access	  at	  Port	  Royal	  Elementary	  School.	  
	  
Showcase	  
District	  Instructional	  Services	  Chief	  Sean	  Alford	  presented	  the	  Board	  with	  the	  names	  of	  the	  
district’s	  89	  students	  who,	  if	  they	  complete	  the	  semester’s	  work	  as	  expected,	  will	  qualify	  for	  
Distinguished	  Diplomas.	  	  He	  also	  presented	  the	  names	  of	  seven	  students	  who	  expect	  to	  be	  
awarded	  special	  STEM	  Diplomas	  (Science,	  Technology,	  Engineering	  and	  Mathematics).	  	  	  
	  
Chairman’s	  Report	  
Mr.	  Washington	  thanked	  Board	  members	  for	  their	  participation	  in	  the	  previous	  Friday’s	  daylong	  
budget	  work	  session,	  and	  he	  reminded	  everyone	  about	  two	  7	  p.m.	  public	  budget	  forums	  
scheduled	  for	  April	  10	  at	  Battery	  Creek	  High	  and	  April	  11	  at	  Bluffton	  High.	  	  He	  said	  that	  these	  
forums	  are	  excellent	  opportunities	  for	  the	  public	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  current	  budgetary	  
conditions	  and	  challenges,	  and	  also	  to	  receive	  input	  from	  the	  public	  before	  next	  year’s	  budget	  is	  
finalized.	  	  Mr.	  Washington	  encouraged	  parents	  and	  community	  members	  to	  attend	  one	  of	  
these	  meetings,	  and	  he	  asked	  all	  Board	  members	  to	  attend	  both	  of	  them.	  
	  
Superintendent’s	  Report	  
Finance	  Chief	  Phyllis	  White	  exhibited	  to	  the	  public	  two	  PowerPoint	  slides	  from	  the	  previous	  
Friday’s	  Board	  budget	  work	  session.	  	  The	  first	  slide	  demonstrated	  the	  negative	  financial	  impact	  
to	  the	  district	  caused	  by	  the	  New	  River	  TIF	  (Tax	  Increment	  Financing)	  District.	  	  Vice-‐Chairman	  
Wilson	  criticized	  a	  recent	  newspaper	  editorial	  that	  implied	  that	  these	  financial	  losses	  had	  not	  
been	  objectively	  demonstrated,	  and	  he	  expressed	  optimism	  about	  ongoing	  discussions	  with	  
County	  Council	  on	  the	  issue.	  	  Ms.	  White’s	  second	  slide	  showed	  how	  state-‐mandated	  cost	  
increases	  continue	  to	  force	  the	  district	  to	  make	  dramatic	  budget	  cuts	  to	  staff	  and	  programs	  
simply	  to	  “stay	  even.”	  	  Mr.	  Wilson	  criticized	  proposed	  legislation	  under	  discussion	  in	  the	  
General	  Assembly	  that	  would	  cause	  additional	  reductions	  in	  district	  funds.	  	  Ms.	  Bush	  said	  that	  
continued	  reliance	  on	  the	  district’s	  fund	  balance	  to	  make	  up	  for	  budget	  cuts	  might	  jeopardize	  
the	  district’s	  credit	  rating	  and	  increase	  interest	  rates	  on	  district	  bonds.	  	  Mr.	  Wilson	  followed	  up	  
with	  a	  reminder	  that	  the	  credit	  agencies	  and	  the	  district’s	  external	  auditor	  have	  said	  that	  the	  
district’s	  fund	  balance	  is	  “at	  the	  bottom”	  of	  what’s	  acceptable	  before	  the	  district’s	  credit	  rating	  



is	  lowered	  and	  costs	  to	  taxpayers	  increase.	  	  Mr.	  Evans	  expressed	  his	  dismay	  about	  class	  sizes	  
growing	  larger	  because	  of	  reduced	  classroom	  teaching	  positions.	  	  He	  reminded	  everyone	  that	  
the	  many	  awards	  that	  the	  district	  has	  won	  recently	  were	  based	  on	  last	  year,	  when	  the	  district’s	  
schools	  were	  more	  fully	  staffed.	  
	  
Board	  Business/Discussion/Action	  
Mr.	  Campbell	  moves	  (Mr.	  Wilson	  seconds)	  moving	  a	  donation	  from	  the	  Children’s	  Relief	  Fund	  in	  
the	  amount	  of	  $1,200	  for	  the	  assistance	  of	  the	  Cinderella-‐Fella	  Ball	  from	  the	  Consent	  Agenda	  to	  
Board	  Business	  for	  action,	  and	  also	  approving	  that	  donation.	  	  Unanimous	  approval.	  
	  
Consent	  Agenda	  
Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Burnes	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  accept	  the	  Consent	  Agenda.	  	  Unanimous	  
approval.	  

• February	  21,	  2012	  minutes	  
• Annual	  insurance	  coverage	  
• Monthly	  HR	  status	  report	  
• Monthly	  AE/home	  schooling	  

	  
Mr.	  Evans	  moves	  (Ms.	  Wilson	  seconds)	  that	  the	  Board	  return	  to	  executive	  session	  to	  discuss	  
contractual	  matters.	  
	  
Following	  the	  executive	  session,	  the	  board	  voted	  on	  three	  donations	  of	  district	  land	  to	  the	  
Town	  of	  Bluffton	  for	  community	  development	  (the	  Buck	  Island/Simmonsville	  Village	  
Renaissance	  Project):	  

• Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  district	  donate	  an	  easement	  that	  
would	  allow	  the	  Town	  of	  Bluffton	  to	  install	  lights	  along	  sidewalks	  on	  Buck	  Island	  Road.	  

• Mr.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  district	  donate	  an	  easement	  that	  
would	  allow	  the	  Town	  of	  Bluffton	  to	  install	  lighting	  on	  sidewalks	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  
Buck	  Island	  Road	  and	  New	  Mustang	  Drive,	  as	  well	  as	  a	  sewer	  easement	  across	  New	  
Mustang	  Drive.	  	  Unanimous	  approval	  with	  the	  stipulation	  that	  school	  operations	  not	  be	  
disrupted,	  that	  patches	  to	  road	  surfaces	  meet	  the	  school	  district’s	  standards,	  and	  that	  a	  
sewer	  line	  tap	  be	  installed	  for	  possible	  future	  use	  by	  the	  district.	  

• Ms.	  Bush	  moves	  (Mr.	  Campbell	  seconds)	  that	  the	  district	  donate	  an	  easement	  that	  
would	  allow	  the	  Town	  of	  Bluffton	  to	  install	  a	  water	  line	  across	  New	  Mustang	  Drive.	  	  
Unanimous	  approval	  with	  the	  stipulation	  that	  school	  operations	  not	  be	  disrupted,	  that	  
patches	  to	  road	  surfaces	  meet	  the	  school	  district’s	  standards,	  and	  that	  a	  water	  line	  tap	  
be	  installed	  for	  possible	  future	  use	  by	  the	  district.	  


